Receipts and expenditures of the city of Portsmouth, New Hampshire for the year ending December 31, 1920 also reports of city officers, board of instruction, etc. by Portsmouth Town Representatives

GIFT OF









For the Year Ending December 31,
1920






HON. ALBERT HISLOP, Mayor.
Elmer E. Clark, City Clerk.
George H. Clarke, City Treasurer.
Walter H. Page, Collector of Taxes.
Nelson T, Wright, Auditor.
Charles E. Lewis, City Messenger.
CITY COUNCIL.
Councilmen at Large
IJenry P. Payne. Harry E. Philbrook.
Norman H. Beane. Eugene B. Eastman.
^ Ward Councilmen.
P Thomas J. Brown. E. Curtis Matthews,





City Physician—Dr. T. W. Luce.
Board of Health—Cfarence P. Pearson, Dr. T. W. Luce,
Charles H. Batchelder.
City Inspector and Bacteriologist—George A. Tredick.
Public Health Nurse—May F. DuTilly.
Inspector of Plumbing—John H. Cornelius.
Sealer of Weights and Measures—James W. McMulIcn.
Inspector of Petroleum—John C. Shaw.
Superintendent of Burying Grounds—James P. Griffin.
Harbormaster—Shirley H. Holt.
Port Wardens—Richard I. Walden, J. William Newell,
Everett W. Trefethen.
(<ot Layer—Leon E. Scruton.
Keeper of Powder Magazine—George B. Ghadwick.
}''ence Viewers—Harry W. Peyser, Boardman Randall,
Flagg P. Grant.
Inspectors of Flour—H. A. Yeaton, A. E. Freeman, Fred
Cross, J. B. Pahls, H. E. Philbrook, J. True Davis.
Weighers—F. G. Langley, P. P. Grant, William Smith,
J. G. Jellison, M. W. Locke, Francis Growley, Ber-
nard Linchey, John G. Shaw, Roscoe T. Williams,
F. T. Hartson, G. H. Rand, Paul G. Grover, William
Linchey, Stewart Humphries, Haven Joy, Arthur
Gaddis, G. E. Hodgdon, Prank Newick, George P.
Knight, Roy H. Blaney, Mildred Garll, John S. Garll.
Measurers of Wood—Haven Joy, Arthur Gaddis, F. P.
Glair, W. A. Bridle, John G. Shaw, John Killenbeck,
W. A. Parks, Francis Growley.
Surveyors of Lumber—Elmer J. F. Littlefield, R. L Sug-
den, John H. Broughton, Harold A. Littlefield.
Board of Public Works.
(chairman, ex-officio—Mayor Albert Hislop.
Glarence Smart, term expires December 31, 1921.
Harry B. Yeaton, term expires December 31, 1922.
Fred E. Hasty, term expires December 31, 1920.
Superintendent—David R. Smith.
Fire Department.
Ghief Engineer—William P. Woods.
Ji'irst Assistant Engineer—Perley D. Hersey.
Second Assistant Engineer—Herman G. Grompton.
Superintendent of Fire Alarm Telegraph and Gity In-
spector of Wires and Poles—Harry E. Trafton.
Overseer of the Poor.
William A. Hodgdon.
Police Department,
Commissioners—George B. Wallace, Chairman, term
expires September 1, 1921; Michael J. Griffin, term
expires September 1, 1920; Howard O. Nelson, Sec-
retary, term expires September 1, 1922.
Justice of Municipal Court—Ernest L. Guptill.
Associate Justice of AJunicipal Court—Edward H. Adams.
City Solicitor—Jeremy R. Waldron,
Probation Officer—Richard D. McDonough.
City Marshal—Michael Hurley.
Assistant City Marshal—George H. Ducker.
Captain of Night Watch—James A. McCafTery.
I^oliee Officers—James H. Doherty, Michael Kelly, John
Murphy, Oliver P. Philbrick, James F. Shannon,
Robert D. Anderson, Robert Gray, Dougal D. Mc-
Lean, George H. Knowles, Leonard H. Hewitt, John
Sullivan, Dennis J. Kelley, Austin P. EUinwood,
Alfred J. Weston.
Board of Instruction.
Chairman, ex-officio—Mayor Albert Hislop.
Frank W. Knight, Ira A. Newick, Lucius H. Thayer, Har-
ry J. Gronin, term expires January 1, 192 L
jda P. Benfield, Alfred Gooding, John L. Mitchell, Ed-
ward P. Sherburne, term expires January 1, 1922.
Charles E. Hodgdon, Richard S. Weston, Mary I. Wood,
term expires January 1, 1923.
Secretary and Superintendent of Schools—William fl.
Slayton, Office, City Hall. Alice M. Chase, Clerk.
Truant Officer—Richard D. McDonough, Office, City
Hall.
Trustees Public Library.
Chairman, ex-ofTicio—Mayor Albert Hislop.
Wallace Hackett, Martha Kimball, term expires June,
1920.
Samuel W. Emery, Emma J. W. Magraw, term expires
June, 1921.
Wallis D. Walker, D. Alex. Sullivan, term expires June.
1919.
E. Curtis Matthews, Treasurer,
Hannah G. Fernald, Librarian.
Assessors of Taxes.
Charles E. Hodgdon, Chairman, term expires January I,
1922.
Eben H. Blaisdell, term expires January 1, 1923.
John G. Yarwood, Clerk, term expires January 1, 1921.
Board of Examiners of Plumbers.
Dr. Thomas W. Luce, term expires January. 1923.
CUarence F. Pearson, term expires January, 1921.
John H. Cornelius, term expires January, 1922.
Sinking Fund Commission.
Harry E. Boynton, term expires July, 1921.
Kdward Seybolt, term expires July, 1919.
John W. Emery, term expires July, 1920.
Trustees of Trust Funds.
Harry E. Boynton, term expires January, 1922.
Edward Seybolt, term expires January, 1920.
John W. Emery, term expires January, 1921.
Board of Registrars of Voters.
Chairman—James McCabe.
Clerk—Fred T. Hartson,
Ward One—Harry J. Timmons, James McCabe.
Ward Two—Charles W. Taylor, Jr., Fred T. Hartson.
Ward Three—John J. Quirk.
Ward Four—John W. Downs.
Ward Five—Frank T. Cox.
Ward Officers.
Ward One—Moderator, William F. Fernald; Clerk, An-
drew J. Barrett; Selectmen, John H. Jones, Oliver
W. Priest.
Ward Two—Moderator, R. E. Hannaford; Clerk, Frank
J. Philbrick; Selectmen, Albert R. Junkins.
Ward Three—Moderator, Francis P. Clair; Clerk, John J.
Kilroe; Selectmen, William S, Canty, Edward P.
Sherburne, Thomas O'Connell,
Ward Four—Moderator, Ernest L. Guptill; Clerk, John
W. Newell; Selectmen, George E. Cox, Horace G.
Spinney.
Ward Five—Clerk, Elmer E. Clark; Selectmen, George
A. Moore, Charles E. Johnson, George H. Hill.
Mayers of the City of Portsmouth.
(The original Churter of the City was adopted by the inhabitants
August 21, 1849).
Hon. Abner Greenleaf 1850
Hon. John Laighton 1851
Hon. Christopher Toppan 1852
Hon. Horton D. Walker 1853-54 55
Hon. Richard Jenness ISS'G
Hon. Robert Morrison 1857-58-59
Hon. John R. Redinig- 1860
Hon. William Simes 1861
Hon. Jonathan Dearborn 1862-63
Hon. John H. Bailey 1864-65-66 •
Hon. Jonathan Deanborn 1867
Hon. Frank Jone.s 1868-69
Hon. Joseph B. Adams 1870-71
Hon. Horton D. Walker 1872
Hon. Thomas E. O. Marvin 1873
Hon. Frank W. Miller 1874
Hon. Moses H. Goodrich 1874-75
Hon. John H. Brouf;hton 1876-77
Hon. William H. Sise l'878-79-80-81
Hon. John S. Treat 1882-83
Hon. Calvin Page 1884
Hon. Marcellus Eldredge 1885-86
Hon. George E. Hodgdon 1887-88
Hon. Edmund S. Fay 1889-90
Hon. John J. Laskey 1891-92
Hon. Charles P. Berry 1893-94
Hon. William O. Junkins 1895-96
Hon. John W. Emery 1897
Hon. John S. Tilton 1898
Hon. Calvin Page 1899
Hon. Edward E. Mclntire 1900-01 •
Hon. John Pender 1902
Hon. George D. Marcy 1903-04
Hon. William E. Marvin , 1905-06
H-sin. Wallace Hackett 1907-08
Hon. Edward H. Adams 1909-10
Hon. Daniel W. Badger 1911-12-13
Hon. Harry B. Yeaton 1914-15
Hon. Samuel T. Ladd .- 1916-17-18
Hon. Albert Hislop 1919-20





Daniel J. Vaughan 1878-1884
Mercer Goodrich 1884-189*
Samuel R. Gar-dner 1892-1895
C. Dwigrht Hanscom 1895
William H. Moore 1896-1899
George D. Marcy 1899
"William H. Moore 1900
William E. Peirce 1901-1905
W. E. Underhill 1905
William H. Moore 1906
Lament Hilton 1907-1911
Guy E. Corey 1911-1913
Frederick E. Drew 1913-1916
4ohn C. McDonough 1917-1918
Lewis Soule 1918






City of Portsmouth, N. H.




HON. ALBERT HISLOP, Mayor.
ELMER E. CLARK, Clerk.
Councilmen at Large.
Henry P. Payne. Harry E. Philbrool
Norman H. Beane. Eugene B, Eastman.
Ward Councilmen.
Thomas J. Brown. E. Curtis Matthews.
Timothy Donovan. George E. Cox.
William H. Dunn.
Committees of the City Council.
Finance—Mayor, Matthews, Payne, Eastman.
Fire Department—Beane, Dunn, Cox.
Public Buildings and Places—Beane, Philbrook, Payne.
Printing—Donovan, Matthews, Brown.
Public Library—Payne, Beane, Brown.
Street Lights—Philbrook, Brown, Cox.
Accounts—Cox, Matthews, Dunn.




Engrossing Bills—Eastman, Brown, Donovan.
CITY COUNCIL
1921
HON. FERNANDO W. HARTFORD
ELMER E. CLARK, Clerk
Councilmen at Large
Norman U. Beane William E. Dowdell
Henry P. Payne Harry E. Philbrook
Ward Councilmen
Thomas J. Brown E. Cnrtis Matthews
John Leary George E. Cox
George E. Whittemore
City Committees
Finance-—Mayor, Matthews, Philbrook, Beane.
Fire Department—Payne, Cox, Dowdell.
Public Buildings and Places—Beane, Whittemore, Phil-
brook.
l^rinting—Whittemore, Matthews, Leary.
Public Library—Matthews, Brown, Dowdell.
Street Lights—Philbrook, Cox, Leary.
Accounts—Whittemore, Payne, Cox.
Bills on Second Reading—Brown, Philbrook, Leary.
Claims—Cox, Whittemore, Dowdell.
Elections—Dowdell, Beane, Leary.
Engrossing Bills—Leary, Brown, Matthews,
Portsmouth, N. H., February 12, 1921.
To the Honorable City Council:
—
Gentlemen:—Submitted herewith are the annual
reports of the several departments, together with my












Property taxes, committed lo collector. 1920
Additional $10,016.32
Including Polls 476,232.07
Less discounts and abatements 486.24S.39
13.488.46
Propertj' taxes, current year, collected $472,7.'i9.93
Bonus 7.316.00
Property and poll taxe'*. pr-^-
* vious years, actually collected. 31,400.57
Abatements 156.97 31,243.40
Total of above collections $51 1,319. 33
Tax sales redeemed 131 .70'
From State:
For highways—state aid maintenace and




Savings Bank tax 20.968.51
Building and loan association tax 367 55 33.520.53
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog licenses 1.216 05
Business licenses and permits 2.824.95
Fines and forfeits, municipal court 5.982.95
Rent of house 200.00
Interest received on taxes 734.48
Interest received on deposits 4,124.12
Income from trust funds 376.14
Income from departments 11.667.69
Permits for registration of motor vehicles 11,144.57
Sewers 105.00
School tuition 3,021.75 40.897.70
Receipts other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in anticipation of taxes during year 160,000.00
Bond issues during year 100,000.00
Insurance adjustments 312.78
Res. Refunding Bond, 1909; due Jan. 1, 1920, paid
Dec, 1919 5,000.00
Total receipts from all sources $868,496.36







Collector of Taxes $3,208.52
Assessors 3,907.07
City officers' salaries 6,099.95
City officers' expenses 5,174.04
Election and registration expenses 4,552.41
Municipal court expenses 1,885.92
Public buildings and places 8,894.97 $33,722.88
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Dept., including care of tramps.. 39,763.85
Fire Dept., including forest fires 29,891.05
Moth extermination 1,595.16
Fire Alarm Dept 1,426.47 72,676.53
Health:
Health Dept., including hospital 4,094.04
Sewer maintenance 6,419.34 10,513.38
Highways and Brides:
Street lighting and springling 14,112.41
General expenses of highway depart-





Portsmouth hospital 500.00 5,260.65
Patriotic Purposes:
G. A. R. for Memorial Day exercises... 200.00
July 4th celebration 547.96
Memorial tablet 1,919.91 2,667.87
Recreation:
Parks and playgrounds, including band
concerts, Portsmouth Plains Improve-
ment Society, Atlantic Heights 8,208.70
Public Service Enterprises:




Paid on temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes 2,815.83
Discount on bonds 1,281.11
Paid on bonded debt 22,717.50
Total interest payments 26,814.44
Outlay for New Construction and Permanent Improvements:
Highways and bridges—State Aid con-
struction 9,569.17
Bridges 4,831.37
Highways and bridges—city construction 45,334.42







Total Outlay Payments 226,678.45
Abatement paid cash 2,838.73
Indebtedness:
Payments on temporary loans in antici-
of taxes 160,000.00
Payment on bonded debt 22,000.00
Payments to sinking funds 9,000.00
Total Indebtedness Payments 191,000.00
Bonus 7.316.00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
Taxes paid to State (income from State,
$33,520.53; paid State, $16,714.49) 50,235.00
Taxes paid to County 38,322.96
Payments to School Districts 135,060.76
Total Payments to Other Government-
al Divisions 223,618.72
Total Payments for All Purposes $904,883.16
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1920 2,614.87
$907,498.03
Report of the Bozu-d of Sinking Fund
Commissioners.
Portsmouth, N. H., January 20, 1921.
To the City Council of the City of Portsmouth, N. H.:






E.—Amount required to be levied for the year 1921.
In our report for the year 1920 the attention of the City Council
was called to the failure of this Board to receive payment due the
Sinking Fund for the year 1919.
The City Council of that year failed to make any appropria-
tion and in accordance with Chapter 129, Laws of 1917, this Board
ordered the assessors to levy the amount of the contribution neces-
sary for Sinking Fund for that year ($10,000) ten thousand dollars.
The assessors made the levy ordered, and the tax has been col-
lected and paid into the City Treasury.
We again respectfully ask the honorable City Council to order






Board of Sinking Fund Commissioners.
I hereby certify that I have this day examined the account of the
Board of Sinking Fund Commissioners for the year ending Decem-
ber 31, 1920, and find the same to be correct.
N. T. WRIGHT,
January 21, 1921. City Auditor.
In accordance with Chapter 12, Seption 5, of the Revised Ordi-
nances relating to the Sinking Fund and Commissioners thereof, the
with the statement here submitted and find the same to be correct,
undersigned acting together have this day examined the securities
and other assets in the Sinking Fund and have compared the sam«
F. W. HARTFORD, Mayor.











INTEREST AND INCOME EARNED:
Dividends, Portsmouth Savings Bank $248.37
Piscataqua Savings Bank .04
Coupons, Beverly, Mass $90.00
Cambridge, Mass 80.00
Clinton, Mass 35.00
Hillsboro Co., N. H 120.00
Hartford, Conn 140.00
Laconia, N. H 80.00
N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd 1,710.00
New Bedford, Mass 200.00
" New Haven, Conn 560.00
Norwich, Conn 200.00
" New Hampshire 35.00
Portsmouth, N. H 4,062.50
Putnam. Conn 255.00
Passaic Co., N. J 225.00
Quincy, Mass 35.00
Rockingham Co., N. H 90.00
" Revere, Mass 35.00
Schenectady Co., N. Y. 135.00
So. Orange, N. J 120.00
United States 6,707.50
14,915.00
PAR VALUE OF INVESTMENTS PAID:
Schenectady Co., N. Y 2,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H 10,000.00




DISCOUNTS ON INVESTMENTS PURCHASED:
United States 4%s, 1923 2,289.00










TAR VALUE OF INVESTMENTS PURCHASED:
United States 4%s, 1923 $60,000.00
ACCRUED INTEREST:
United States 4%s, 1923 862.92
EXPENSES:
Typewriting report 6.18
Rent Safe Deposit Boxes 25.00
31.18
$60,894.10
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Kinking Fund, Muncipial Account. . 277,817.25
Sinking Fund, Water Account 175,000.00
Income, Municipal Account 1,508. 8,6
Income, Water Account 2,928.2G
ASSETS.
WATER 31/28. 1902-1922.
Poi-tsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1921 $5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1924 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1924 1.000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., W4s, 1927 3,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., W4s, 1932 3,000.00
Rockingham Co.. N. H., 3s, 1921 1,000.00
United States, 414s, 1938 15,000.00
United States, 4%s, 1923 12,000.00
HIGH SCHOOL, 4s, 1903-1923.
Portsmouth, N. H.. 4s, 1923 7,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H.. 4s, 1923, cancelled 16,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1924 3,000.00
Schenectady Co., N. Y., 4%s, 1921 2,000.00
Rockingham Co., N. H., 3s, 1921 2,000.00
Laconia, N. H., 4s, 1922 2,000.00
Hartford, Conn., 3%s, 1926 2,000.00
200 Shares N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd 20,000.00
United States, 414s, 1938 4,000.00
United States, 4%s, 1923 17,000.00
FUNDING DEBT, 4s, September, 1904-1924.
Hillsborough Co., N. H., 4s. 1921 3.000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 41/28, 1921 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s. 1924,cane elled 20,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1932 1,000.00
Quincy, Mass., SV^s, 1923 1,000.00
Hartford, Conn., 31/28, 1926 2,000.00
New Bedford, Mass., 4s, 1927 5,000.00
400 Shares N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd 40,0000.00
United States, 4%s, 1938 15,000.00








FUNDING 4s, October, 1904-1924.
South Orange, N. J., 4s, 1922 3.000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4y2S, 1922 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1924 1,000.00
Clinton, Mass., SVas, 1930 1,000.00
N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd. 6s, 1948 10,500.00
41 Shares N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd 4,100.00
United States, 414s, 1938 6,000.00
United States, 4%s, 1923 6,000.00
WATER REFUNDING 4s, 1907-1927.
Portsmouth, N. H., W4y2S, 1923 5,000.00
Portsmouth. N. H., W4y2S, 1924 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., W4y2S, 1925 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., W4y2S, 1926 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1927 1,000.00
Beverly, Mass., 4y2S, 1921 2,000.00
Passaic Co., N. J., 4y2S, 1921 2,000.00
Cambridge, Mass., 4s, 1924 2,000.00
Revere, Mass.. SygS. 1928 1.000.00
New Hampshire, 3y2S, 1929 1,000.00
New Haven, Conn., 4s, 1931 1,000.00
United States, 414s, 1938 10,000.00
United States, 414s, 1942 9,000.00
United States, 4%s, 1923 18,000.00
WATER REFUNDING 4s, 1912-1932.
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1923 1,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1932 4,000.00
New Haven, Conn.. 4s. 1928 5.000.00
New Haven. Conn.. 4s. 1931 8.000.00
Putnam, Conn., 4%s. 1923 6,000.00
Norwich, Conn.. 4s. 1931 5.000.00
United States. 414s, 1938 15,000.00
United States, 4%s, 1923 16,000.00
PAVING 4s, 1922-1932.
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1923 5.000.00
Portsmouth. N. H.. 4s. 1925 1.000.00
Portsmouth. N. H.. 4s, 1929 5,000.00
Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1930 2,000.00
United States, 4%s, 1923 19,000.00
Cash 655.00
Cash, Municipal Account 1,726.11







£. Amount Required by Law to be Included in Tax
Levy for 1921 for Sinking Fund.
MUNICIPAL ISSUES.
5% of Issue Dec. 1, 1903-1923 $100,000.00 $5,000.00
5% of Issue Sept. 1, 1904-1924 160,000.00 8,000.00
5% of Issue Oct. 1, 1904-1924 47,000.00 2,350.00
$15,350.00
Less income estimated 6,750.
$8,600.00
WATER ISSUES.
5% of Issue, July 1, 1902-1922 $50,000.00 $2,500.00
5% of Issue, Jan. 1, 1907-1927 160,000.00 8,000.00
5% of Issue, Jan. 1, 1912-1932 156,000.00 7,800.00
$18,300.00
Less income estimated 6,800.00
$11,500.00
Report of the Trustees of Trust Funds.
Portsmouth, N. H., January 20, 1921.
To the City Council of the City of Portsmouth, N. H.:
We herewith submit our report for the year 1920.
Trust Funds Exhibit I.




• JOHN W. EMERY,
E. SEYBOLT,
H. E. BOYNTON,
Trustees of Trust Funds.
I hereby certify that I have this day examined the account of
the Trustees of Trust Funds for the year ending December 31, 1920,
and find the accounts to be correct,
N. T. WRIGHT, Auditor.
January 21, 1921.
The undersigned acting together have this day examined the
securities and other assets in the Trust Funds and have compared
the same with the statement here submitted, and find the same to
be correct.
P. W. HARTFORD, Mayor.





Date of Amount of
No. Creation. Name and Purpose of Creation. Principal.
1. 1834. MARY CLARK FUND $100.00
Annual interest to be expended in rewards
for the most deserving child in the public
schools.
2. 1834. HORACE A. HAVEN FUND 800.00
Interest to be used in furnishing to the
High School Committee medals for award
at the annual exhibition each year, in ac-
cordance with accepted plan.
3. 1853. CHRISTOPHER S. TOPPAN FUND 300.00
Interest to be annually paid to the Over-
seers of the Poor, for the purpose of pro-
viding on Thanksgiving Day each year, for
the inmates of the City Almshouse, a
Thanksgiving dinner.
4. 1868. FRANK JONES FUND 500.00
Interest to be paid annually to the High
School Committee to be by them expended
in making additions to the Library of the
High School, at their discretion.
5. 1879-90. DANIEL AUSTIN FUND 500.00
Income to be applied to furnish to the col-
ored population of Portsmouth the means
for collectively celebrating the successive
anniversaries of Emancipation Day.
6. 1885. MARTHA A. DBMERRITT FUND 500.00
Annual interest to be expended in rewards
for the most deserving child in the public
schools.
7. 1899. HAVEN PARK FUND 6,059.91
Income only to be used for keeping in order
and improving Haven Park.
8. 1908-9. LETVIS A. DRAKE FUND 500.00
Interest only to be expended yearly for
adding to the High School Library, books
on English Church History and Literature,
and for instruments.
9. 1908. SOUTH PLAYGROUND DAMAGES 15.00
Damages awarded for land condemned for
playground and tender refused.
10. 1917. ANNIE FIELDS FUND 5.000.00
Income to be used for scholarships for the
purpose of advancing the higher education
of really promising pupils who could not












Date of Amount of
Creation. Name and Purpose of Creation. Principal.
1883. HARRIET L. PENHALLOW FUND $1,000.00
For purchase of books.
1883. ELLEN T. PICKETT FUND '^6.00
Purpose not stated.
1886. ELIZA A. BROOKS FUND 528.00
For such purposes of the library as the
Trustees shall approve.
1889. MARY A. S. GOODWIN FUND ••• 150.00
For the purposes and objects of the insti-
tution.
1891. LOUISE SIMES FUND 100.00
1898. HAVEN FUND 6.000.00
Purchase of books of Biography, History,
Science, Theology and Standard Classical
Literature. Should any portion of the an-
nual income not be expended, such portion
is to be added to the Permanent Fund.
1899. MARY D. PARKER FUND 500.0^
To be applied in such way as will be most
beneficial to the institution.
1899. MERCY E. LADD FUND 1,821.00
For purchase of books.
1899. ELDREDGE LEGACY 5,000.00
For the uses and purposes for which the
Library was organized.
1904. FRANK JONES BEQUEST 5,000.00








Mary A. Clark Fund
Horace A. Haven Fund
Christopher S. Toppan Fund
Frank Jones Fund
Daniel Austin Fund
Martha A. DeMerritt Fund
Haven Park Fund






























































^lO. NAME OF FUND. Book Value.
1. MARY CLARK FUND
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank $402.76
2. HORACE A. HAVEN FUND
$1000 N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd. 6s, 1948 1,260.00
1 share N. Y., N. H. & H. Rd 125.00
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 298.63
1,683.63
3. CHRISTOPHER S. TOPPAN B'UND
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 456.07
4. FRANK JONES FUND
$500 U. S. 414s, 1942 500.00
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 42.22
5. DANIEL AUSTIN FUND
$500 U. S. 414s, 1942 500.00
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 38.06
G. MARTHA A. DEMERRITT FUND
$500 U. S. 414s. 1942 500.00
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 35.34
7. HAVEN PARK FUND
$2000 Portsmouth 4s, 1923 1,990.00
$1,000 U. S. 414s, 1942 1,000.00
$3,000 U. S. 414s, 1947 2,547.60





8. LEWIS A. DRAKE FUND
$500 U. S. 4%s, 1942 500.00
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 35.36 535.36
9. SOUTH PLAYGROUND DAMAGES
Deposit Portsmouth Savings Bank 21.83
10. ANNIE FIELDS BEQUEST
$5,000 U. S. 4%s, 1942 4,628.00
Deposit Portsmoutli Savings Bank 871.13 5,599.13
, 5,599.13
-A -J. PUBLIC LIBRARY FUNDS. Exhibit II.
$5,000 Rockingham Co., N. H., 3s, 1921... 5,000.00
$1,000 York, Maine, 4s, 1921 1,000.00
$4,000 Portsmouth, N. H., 4s, 1923 4,000.00
$5,000 Manchester, N. H., 4s, 1936 5,300.00
$3,750 U. S. 4%s, 1942 3,750.00
$1,000 U. S. 414 s, 1947 849.20
Deposit Piscataqua Savings Bank 4.41




Annual Report of the Portsmouth Fire
Department
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
GENTLEMEN:—Following is the report of the Portsmouth Fire
Department for the year 1920, ending December 31st.
Our records will show that the past year has been an exceed-
ingly fortunate one as far as damages from Fire are concerned, not-
withstanding the fact that more valuable property was endangered
during this year than any previous year in my recollection.
We have answered 23 bell alarms and 62 still alarms. There were
only three fires during the year that caused any great destruction of
property. Charles Hodgdon's barn, struck by lightning September
ISth, was one of these. The entire barn was practically burned be-
fore the alarm was given. Another bad Are was that of a three-story
wooden building on Russell Street, unoccupied, and owned by Sam
Tawbe. The third fire was on Newton Avenue, in a wooden building
owned and occupied by Morris Fleigal. This fire started in some hay
under the piazza. The building burned very rapidly. The Depart-
ment was handicapped by not getting water from the hydi'ant as
scon as they should. A stream from the new triple combination soon
extinguished the flames.
We have added one triple combination to the Fire Department
this year. This piece of apparatus will deliver 7.50 gallons of water
a minute. It takes the place of one hose wagon and two steame-s.
It was purchased from the L. H. Shattuck Co. at a very reasonable
price.
Our new Central Fire Station, completed this year, is second
to none in New England. This building takes the place of the Han-
over Street Station, the old Central Station and the Court Street
Station. With this new building and the new motor appnraus, the
Fire Department is 50 per cent, more efficint.
The only horse-drawn piece of apparatus now in the Fire De-
partment is the old Hook and Ladder Truck. It is way out-of-date
and much in need of repair. The ladders have been in use for 35
years and are dry-rotted in so many places that they are very dan-
gerous and unsafe for use.
Our supply of hose is getting low and is in bad shape. I would
recommend the purchase of a new motor truck and about 2000 feet
of hose. Then the Fire Department will be in first class shape.
The figures listed below show what a fine record the Fire Depart-
ment has for this year.
VALUATION, INSURANCE, AND DAMAGE ON BUILDINGS
AND CONTENTS, 1920.
BUILDINGS. CONTEXTS.
Valuation $531,600.00 Valuation $1X0,300 00
Insurance 295,550 00 Insurance 141 ,.S2S 00
Damages 17,104.13 Damages 5.313.00
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ROLL CALL OF THE PORTSMOUTH FIRE DEPARTMENT
FOR THE YEAR 1920.
Board of Engineers.
William F. Woods, Chief Engineer.
Perley D. Hersey. First Assistant.
Herman G. Crompton, Second Assistant.




John Quirk, Francis P. Clair, Maurice O'Leary, William Pender-
gast, Jeremiah Reagan, Thomas Fullani, James Heffernan.
Fireman—Frank Obrey.
Engineer—William E. Clapp.





George E. Cox, Francis H. Hersey, James Scott, Brainard Hersey,








Harry Critchley, A. Manette, George R. Palfrey, H. E. Fernald,
F. P. Downing, C. D. Varrell, L. W. Davis, George Miles, A,
F. Haddock.








J. M. Varrell, W. J. Littlefield, William H. Palfrey, Augustus








Major S. Langdon, Charles E. Grover, Alphonso Spinney, Thomas
R. Fralick, Charles E. Gentleman, John Downes, Ralph An-
derson, Ernest M. Ward, George A. Moore, Emerson Miles,
Edward Holmes.
Driver—Willis Wallace (permanent).
Combination Chemical Co., No. 5.
Arthur Cox, Driver (permanent); George T. Cogan, Engineer
'permanent) ; Francis Quinn, M. J. Lynch.
Triple Combination Driver—John Ham (permanent).
Supply Wagon.
Stacy Moran, John Gorman, J. Bridle.
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM F. WOODS, Chief.
REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Ports-
mouth, N. H.:—
GENTLEMEN—I herewith submit the annual report of the
Sanitary Inspector for the past year.














Tuberculosis (Other Forms) 2
Septic Sore Throat 1
Whooping Cough 99
Number of houses quarantined 32:?
Number of visits to quarantined houses 712
Number of visits to houses where children were absent from
school, because of illness or other causes 4.S
Fumigation of rooms 346
Garbage complaints attended to and collector supplied 68
Number of weekly reports made to State Board of Health 52
Number of weekly reports made to U. S. P. H. S., Washington,
D. C 52
Number of weekly reports made to Medical Director, U. S.
Navy Yard, city 52
Number of inspections to slaughter houses 10
Specimens of water sent to State Board of Health t>
Number of slaughter houses closed 2




Soda fountains and ice cream parlors 46






Meat, fish and vegetable markets 37
Garbage wagons on streets 40
Venders' wagons on streets 52
Dumps 65
Pig pens » 56
Outdoor toilets 40
Dead animals removed from streets 12
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE A. TREDICK, M. D.,
Sanitary Inspector.
REPORT OF THE BACTERIOLOGIST
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Ports-
mouth, N. H.:—
GENTLEMEN—I herewith submit the annual report of the
Bacteriologist for the past year.
Number of smears examinations tor Diphtheria 137
Number of cultures, examinations for Diphtheria 137
Number of examinations for Tuberculosis 39
Number of examinations of Urine (complete) 164
Number of examinations for Gonorrhoea 163
Number of examinations for Syphilis (dark field) 4
Number of examinations for Syphilis (blood taken) 15
White Blood counts 18
Red Blood counts 16
Haemoglobin examinations 16
Examinations for Typhoid Fever 2
Examinations of Water 6
Examinations of Milk 12
Examinations of Cultures from Ears 2
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE A. TREDICK, M. D.,
Bacteriologist.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CITY MARSHAL.
To the Board of Police Commissioners, Portsmouth, N. H.:
GENTLEMEN:—I have the lienor to submit the following re-
port for the year ending at date, with the amount of fines and costs
collected:
NUMBER OF ARRESTS AND CAUSE OP ARRESTS.
* Portsmouth, N. H., Jan. 1, 1921.
Adultery


































Value of stolen property recovered and returned to owners. .$2350.00
Received of G. Ralph Lalghton $500.00
A-mount paid out for incidentals $62.87
Amount paid city treasurer, as per vouchers 437.13
$500.00
Respectfully submitted.
MICHAEL, HURLEY, City Marshal.
The within report of the City Marshal of the City of Ports-
mouth, N. H., for the year ending January 1, 1921, is hereby accepted







Portsmouth, N. H., January 31, 1921.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council,
Portsmouth, N. H.
Gentlement::—Following- is a report from the Treasurer of the
Public Library for the year ending Dec. 31, 1920:
RECEIPTS.
City Appropriation $4,450.00
Library Collections, Fines, etc. 145.00
Invested Funds , 735.10




Added by bindins 111
27,582
Worn-out or superseded volumes withdrawn 870
Volumes in Library Dec. 31, 1920 26,712
Magazines subscribed to 42
Magazines presented regularly 7
New borrowers registered during year 1369
Total number of borrowers registered 16828
Average Sunday afternoon attendance in reading rooms, 49
Total Sunday afternoon attendance in reading rooms 974




fncrease in circulation over 1919 6,3G1
Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1920
Receipts from fies, books paid for, etc.
Receipts from non-residents
Expended for stationary, supplies, etc.
Paid to Treasurer










Board of Public Works
I'ortsmouth, N. H.. December 31, 1920.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Gentlemen:—We herewith submit the annual report of the
Tjoard of Public Works for the year of 1920.
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Streets.
Work has been done on the following streets: Austin, Bart-
lett, Bartlett extension. Broad, New Broad, Cutts, Cabot, Gate,
Dearborn, Dennett, Elwyn Ave., Highland, Hill, High, Hanover.
Humphreys Ct., Jones Ave., Junkins Ave., Lois, Lincoln Ave.,
Miller Ave., Myrtle Ave., Maplewood Ave., Mt. Vernon, Newcastle
Pleasant, Rockland, Russell, Rogers, Ridges Court, Raynes Ave.,
Richards Ave., South, Sherburne Ave., State, School, Stark,
Thornton, Wibird, Woodbury Ave. and at the New Frankhn
School.
The work on these streets has been on the principle of three
(3) stages towards completion of as good a gravel road as can
be built with the material which we have. Some streets have
received but the first treatment which is scarifiering, reshaping,
removal of large stones and rolling. This part of the process
takes out both the holes and gulleys on cross waterways and the
frtones which being large would of necessity make rough places. .
The second process is the placing of a suitable sub-base, the
composition of the same to conform with local conditions en-
countered. The last stage being the application of a suitable
finish coat to take up the wear and be light enough so as to be
esaily repaired from time to time. This last process will place
on streets a good wearing, smooth riding surface of gravel which
in reality is more satisfactory than any other, as it being a light
coat will not gouge out in great big holes as the one course roads
do. Then if oiled with one application, 1-2 a gallon to a square
j'ard, we are of the opinion that our gravel roads will give far
better satisfaction than they have up to the present time and will
always have a better appearance and a longer life than under
the present method of building one course roads from the run of
the bank gravel.
All the work on the streets during the past season has been
confined to the above program as nearly as possible and the
method of patching only such places as are made impassable
has been done away with and a more permenent job done when-
ever there was a possibility to do so. By this method we are of
the opinion that the sti-eets and roads of this section will gradu-
ally be built up to a standing second to none in this section of
he country and when this result is obtained it can be maintained
at a fraction of the expense now necessary to keep them passable.
During the past season the new equipment purchased in the
Spring has helped us out greatly along the lines of the above
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program. The scarifier and roller have not only worked on the
present gravel streets and enabled us to get them into fairly
good shape but have also allowed us to prepare the base for the
modified asphalt at a cost of under 10 cents per square yard.
This work would not have been done with one hundred (100) men
per day for a period of three (3) months, therefore, this piece of
equipment has more than paid its original cost during the pres-
ent season. The new -Kelly-Springfield Truck, in conjunction
with a second hand gasoline loader, has hauled in from the
gravel bank an average of thirty-five (35) yards of gravel per
day at a cost of about fifty (50) cents per cubic yard including
loading and spreading it upon the streets. This could not have
been accomplished with five (5) teams at a cost of $1.50 per
yard including loading and spreading, therefore, with this haul-
ing from our gravel bank one dollar (.$1.00) per cubic yard has
oeen saved by the use of a truck which cost about five thousand
dollars, ($5,000.00). In other words on the gravel handling alone
this truck has saved us in the nieghborhood of seven thousand
dollars ($7,000.00) loesides having helped out in the handling of
nine thousand (9,000) yards of cinders from the Rockingham
County Light & Power Company, which have also been distrib-
uted at a cost of forty-five (45) cents per cubic yard including
spreading. This work by the use of horses costs us about sev-
enty-five (75) cents per yard for hauling alone. The total yard-
age of material, including sand, gravel, cinders and loam placed
upon the streets of this city during the past season was very
close to twenty thousand (20,000) yards. This, we estimate, is
double the amount handled with the recent years.
In an endeavor to make conditions of living in our new
neighborhood- Atlantic Heights, more bearable to our new neigh-
bors we have done considerable work on the streets approaching
tliat section, that is, Cutts street and Kearsarge street to Atlan-
tic Heights. Cutts street was used to such an extent by the Atlan-
tic Corporation and by the construction equipment at Atlantic
Heights that it was in a, depdorable condition both Spring and
Fall. Work was started as soon as the snow was off and before
the ice had melted to place a rock base on a section of Cutts
street which had heretofore been practically impassable. One
side of the road was worked at a time and the work completed
on the first side just in time so that it could be used when the
other side became impassable. Both sides have now been com-
pleted as well as the road widened and new fences built to protect
the low parts of the road crossing the small stone bridge, thu.s
one of the approaches to this city has been made passable and
usable at all times. | The extension of Kearsarge street built by
the constructors at Atlantic Heights was built during the winter
and received much heavy traffic from construction trucks and
the jitneys. It has, therefore, been necessary to fill this road up
with gravel to a depth of about one foot which has greatly im-
proved the road and made it in a far better condition than here-
tofore. The balances of the roads at the Atlantic Heights are
beginning to show signs of wear and will next year have to have
considerable work put on them.
The streets in the neighborhood of Thornton street and the
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Christian Sliore district are in especially bad condition. Those
streets that could be fixed this season had the first part of the
necessary work done to them but the main difficulty in getting
these streets into condition and keeping them so is the drainage.
It is, therefore, recommended that before an attempt is made to
put these streets into first class condiion that many new catch
basins be installed and in some instances the sewer extended so
that the surface water can be taken care of before it gets to be of
so much volume that it takes the streets ,with it. These streets
have had no regular work done on them for many, many year^
and what has been done on them has not lasted long owing to the
lack of draining. We, therefore, request that in making up the
budget for the follovv^ing season that sufficient funds be allowed
for both sewers and streets so that the streets in this section will
be on a par with any other section of the city.
Asphalt
New sheet asphalt has been placed at a moderate cost on the
following streets: Pleasant, South. Junkins Ave., High. Church,
Porter, New Vaughan, Raynes Ave., Mamplewood Ave, and Han-
over street. The base for this asphalt was prepai-ed by city la-
bor and the asphalt laid by contract with C. A. Badger Company
and is now completed. The total laid is about thirty-four thou.'^-
and (34,000) square yards or a distance of about three (3) miles.
This asphalt is of a type the same as laid on the Lafayette Roa-l
during the past summer by the State of New Hampshire and has
proved very satisfactory with a cost which will show a saving in
a few years over the cost of oiling these streets and at the same
time will give a far more satisfactory street. It is recommended
that this system of surfacing more of our roads be continued as
the result derived are not only low in cost, but a great benefit to
the community in general.
Repairs to Asphalt
The asphalt streets throughout the city have been repaired
three (3) tinges during the past season by the use of hot mixed
modified asphalt without constructing the traffic in any way.
The work was done each time in less than a day by the use of one
truck load of asphalt, an organized crew and the team roller for
compression rather than hand tamping. As soon as the ground
was dried in the Spring the asphalt was repaired completely,
once during the Summer and again in the Fall, therefore, we are
closing in on the Winter with the streets in good condition. By
oo doing we hope that the repairs next Spring will not be as
heavy as we had this Spring. As long as an asphalt plant i.s
within hauling distance of this city the material for repairing
these streets can be obtained by trucking at a very reasonable
cost.
Oiling Streets.
During the past season all the streets getting heavy traffic-
were oiled either with 40 per cent, asphaltic oil or Tarvia B.
Early m the season it was almost impossible to obtain road
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oil of any sore and we were disappointed more than once before
we finally placed a contract with the Standard Oil Company for
twenty-four thousand (24,000) gallons of 40 per cent. Asphaltic
oil. This oil was not what we would have liked to have obtained,
but owing to the condition of the oil market, we had to take this
or nothing. We were, however, agreeably surprised when this oil
came as we found it far better than any light oil which had here-
tofore been used in oiling the streets of this city.
Ten thousand (10,000) gallons of Tarvia B was also obtained
rnd used on sonie of the streets having heavier traffic. The re-
sults from Tarvia B were very satisfactory and during the com-
ing season if a 60 per cent, asphaltic oil cannot be obtained it is
recomniended that more Tarvia be used. Late in the season we
obtained one six thousand (6,000) gallon car of 60 per cent, as-
phaltic oil for oiling the shoulders on the streets where sheet
asphalt had been laid and from the results obtained we would
recommend that no lighter oil than this be used on the streets
during the coming season.
It is recommended that all the streets to be oiled with as-
phaltic oil be first patched with Cold Patch of an asphaltic na-
ture. This method will give far better results than the old meth-
od of patching with gravel as this q|aterial being made up of
gravel and oil will not throw out of the hole the first time it rains
and will hold the road in condition until such time as the road oil
may be delivered, it being necessary to take the road oil when you
can get it in order to have it applied by the power trucks.
In order to mix the necessary amount of Cold Patch for this
program it will be advisable that a mixer of the proper type be
liurchased by the Board of Public Works before the Spring opens
and it is hoped that funds will be made available in order that
there may be no delay in obtaining this necessary piece of equip-
ment.
During the past season we have extended the district oiled
to some extent and we believe that we have taken in most of the
streets having traffic sufficient to make it advisable to oil them.
Sidewalks. (
During the past season we have built four (4) types of side-
walks, granolithic, asphalt, brick and gravel. The former being
)he most satisfactory has been very expensive to build, but by the
outlook we are of the opinion that the price of the material will
be such that next year many sidewall^s of this type could be
built to the advantage of the city. We have built a few sample
sidewalks of sheet asphalt to see how they will stand through the
winter and we are in hopes that they will be satisfactory enough
so that they can be used on the less traveled parts as the cost of
constructing this type is far less than either brick or concrete,
the present price of brick being such that it is almost prohibitive
to build a sidewalk from that material. While we have built
several new pieces of sidewalks and have repaired many bad
places in the old sidewalks, the most of the sidewalks in Ports-
mouth are now in a very bad condition compared with the side-
walks of the cities of New England. It is, therefore, recom-
mended that special program be undertaken and carried out dur-
Ing the coming season in order to get all the sidewalks in a bet-
ter condition.
Sanding Sidewalks
The supply of sand stored at the yard during the past Fall
was insufficient to meet the needs of the severe conditions durini:
tlie past Winter and at that time it was feared that the supply of
sand at the Lafayette Pit was exhausted. However, during the
past Summer sufficient sand has been opened up so that there is
no fear of exhausting the supply for at least three (3) year^.
Sufficient sand has been stored in the City Yard this Fall lo
more than take care of the coming Winter regardless of how se-
vere conditions may be and the sand is of a better quality, having
all been screened rather than taking the run of the bank sand as
heretofore, which has been of a very undesirable quality for sand-
ing ice.
Trees
Portsinouth is the fortunate possessor of many beautiful
sh.ade trees located upon the highways. The condition in which
these trees have been allowed to get by shortness of funds to
properly care for them is far from a credit to our beautiful city.
During the past season a satisfactory contract for spraying to
exterminate brown-tail moth, gypsy moth and elm bettle was en-
tered into by this city and the work was done in a thorough and
painstaking manner by the contractor. A great many dead limb:3
were trimmed upon trees in all sections of the city and while
this work was not done to the extent it should have been done a
great deal more was done than we expected to get done with the
funds available. However, many of the trees are in need of
trimming and an increase in the amount of money made avail-
able for trees could be wisely spent for this purpose.
Bridges.
Bridge work has been done on all bridges owned by the cil>"
during the past season from the mending of the rails on the South
Mill bridge and the Maplewood Avenue bridge to a general over-
hauling on the Sagamore bridge. On this bridge one abuttment
gave out but has been put in a better condition than it ever has
been by encasing it in cement. The floor timbers on this bridge
iiave been thoroughly gone over and new timbers placed where-
tover necessary and all weakened beams strengthened by placing
in additional timbers. The bridge has been refloored with 2 -inch
plank, as has also the Junkins Avenue bridge. It is our intention
if funds are available during the coming season to treat thesf
bridges with a special preparation of asphalt and Tarvia and
jnake them waterproof with the same appearance as an asphalt
road. This will not only preserve the bridges but will also do
aAvay with the wear on the planking and make the brid.ge much
Mmoother for traffic. On the Lang Road we have replaced the
old wooden bridge with a new permanent concrete arch. This
will eliminate the necessity of repairing this bridge for years to
come and care has been taken to make the bridge of ample size
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lo handle all water, even Spring frephets. The bridge on Boytl's
Hoad has been renewed, both timbers and planking and should be
free from repairs for fome years to come.
The Sagamore bridge has not bL^en thoroughly overhauled for
years and within a year or two the question will arise whether oi-
not it will be advisable to replace this bridge with a new struc-
ture complete. In view of this fact it would be advisable that
this matter be taken into consideration and steps taken and plan ;
made so that when the time comes a permanent structure can be
built to replace the present wooden bridge without delay.
Sawers.
Four hundred (400) feet of new -sewer has been placed on
Aldrich Road, thereby completing the necessary sewer from one
end to the other of that road. On Noble's Island it was found
that the new block belonging to Miss Ann Noble had settled and
crushed the existing sewer so that it was necessary to put in a
new sewer for the drainage of 2 catch basins located on the is -
land. Finding that arrangements could not be made with Miss
Noble to relay the sewer across her property permission was ob-
tained from the Standard Oil Company and two hundred (200)
feot of new sewer laid to low w^ater. Porter street, from Fleet to
Chestnut streets, has never had a city sewer and the residents
of this section have had all kinds of trouble witn the various
private sewers in this street. The Board of Public Works have
therefore put two hundred (2o0j feet of 12-mch sewer in this street
and conected same with the main sewer which runs through Fleet
street and we hope thereby to not on-y help out conditions of tii.?
bOwer systems of the various properties in this location but also to
do away with an expense tha ciiy has had in trying to remedy these
bad conditions existing here for the past several years. As a gen-
eral thing the main city sewers have given very little trouble but the
private lines leading into these sewers have caused a great deal
o'' trouble and in a few cases we have been able to remedy these
defects so that we hope to have no trouble for some time. It is the
intention during the coming season to give this matter a great deu!
oi study and see if some of the places which are corttinually giving
us trouble canot be remedied.
The discharges into the river from our sewers in many case.s
are getting into very bad shape and while some of these have been
put in first class condition the worst or largest of them have nor
been attended to owing to the lack of funds, consequently the appro-
priations for the coming sea.^on should be of sufficient size to put
these discharges into first class condition and th:"reby eliminate a
nuisance to many of the residents of the shore sections of the city.
Private Gawers.
The sewer department has been called upon a great many times
to do private sewer work and owing to the fact that the revenue
leceivel by doing this work is not credited up to the depanmant, but
the cost of the same is taken out of their sewer appropriation, the
practice of doing this work has been eliminated as much as possible,
iL having been found upon investigation that a large percent, of the
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sewer appropriation was used up in the cleaning of clog'ged private
drains. In many instances that this worli has been done and the
bills rendered to the party owning the sewers no payments have
been made. In other instances when payments have been made the
money obtained has been turned over to the City's Trasurer. but not
credited to the sewer account, thus making it look as if work done
by the city workmen on city sewers was a very expensive opern -
tion. It is the general opinion of most of the private citizens that thf?
city is responsible for the sewer leading from their house into the
main and immediately upon the sewer being out of working order
!he city is called on the telephone, a good many tim3s by the tenant
without the knowledge of the owner, and the city ordered to com?
down at once and clean out the sewer. Of course, this condition
makes the sanitary conditions in the house worse than if there was
no sewer at all and the only thing to do is to send down and use
what equipment we have to endeavor to rectify the trouble.
During the past year we attended a total of eighty-five (8.5) pri-
vate sewers at a total cost of $396.30. We have collected for this
work a sum of $153.80 making a loss to the city of $242.50 not only in
money but also to the time of the men who should have put this
time upon work to keep the main sewer trunk lines in proper
conditions.
Ashes
"We are in hopes that the apex has been reached in the cost of
collecting ashes throughout the city. During the past few years
tnis cost has continually grown owing to the increased amount' of
fuel consumed throughout the city Several different methods have
been tried in order to reduce these costs but as fast as a new method
is devised the amount of material seems to increase, therefore, the
costs are a little more than last year.
Parks.
Owing to the very favorable season and the use of some new
equipment we were enabled to keep the parks looking better than
Ihey have for several years. The new gasoline mower has saved
expenses of two (2) men during three (3) days per week while the
grass was being mowed. This piece of equipment is in as good con-
dition as when new and should last for a good many years.
The new Cyclone fence on Junkins Avenue has improved the
looks of the territory adjacent to the park and playground a great
deal as well as affording an extra good protection between Junkins
Avenue and the South Mill Pond. This fence was erected in a first
Class manner and is practically indestructible so outside of painting
the cost of upkeep should be very little for many years to come.
Playgrounds.
Considerable repair work and renewals were needed on the
grounds and buildings at the playgrounds early in the past Spring.
In fact, the largest part of the equipment and buildings had about
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roached the age when it wa- cheaper to relmihl them than to try to
attendants beins employed on these grounds. On the main phiy •
well as some of the equipment.
The Playground on Bartlett street is utinlized by a great many
children in that section of the city, the equipment havin;^ been
placed there and kept in repair by the street department men, no
playground on Jui-'» .ns Avenue an instructor for the boys as well
as a supervisor and an assistant were employed to take care of the
girls. The attendance for the season was up to the average and the
efforts of those in charge were very satisfactory.
Stable Expense.
Stable expenses for the past season have been a little over what
we estimated, as both grain and hay have been higher than for
.some years. We have, however, had four (4) additional hordes
which were turned over to us by the Fire Department and while the
amount spent for stable expenses may seem high the cost per day
per hor^e (Igurts only ?1 43.
Roads.
The roads in the outskirts of this city have been neglected for
;i great many years and hould have more attention than they have
had heretofore. During the past season w^e have been over all but
one of these roads and shaped them up, but the material on them is
thoroughly worn out. They should, therefore, have at least eigne
'. S) inches of gravel on them during the coming season in order to
put them into the condition that they should bo to receive the au-
tomobile traffic which would use them if they were usable at all
times of the year.
Snow.
After the first of .January, this year, we had a continuous series
<>i snow storms, one after the other, which necessitated the hiring
of a great many additional men and teams in order to cope with
the situation. We have, therefore, equipped ourselves for the
coming winter in better shape than heretofore, arrangements having
been made with the outlaying farmers who have the necessary teamt
to get out immediately after the storms and break out certain
specified roads. We have added a new route to our plow routes and,
therefore, will have eight (8) plows out rather than seven (7). By
doing this we hope lo be able to open up the sidewalks throughout
the city in very short order after storm?. In addition to the equip
-
men which we had we have purchased one Good Roads snow plow to
use in conjunction with one of our Kelly-Springfield 3 l-2-t()n
trucks. With this additional equipment we hope to be able to m lin-
tain auto traffic on certain streets of the city.
Federal and State Aid.
Maplewood Avenue from Cutt.s street to the Xe'.vinglon-Pons-
uiouth line has been resurfaced with sheet asphalt pavement similar
ic that put on Dafayette Road during the past season, under a joint
fund from the Federal Government, the State of New Hampshire
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and the City of Portsmouth, thus making another approach to the
oity a permanent street. There now remains only Sagamore and
Greenland Roads to be asphalted in order to complete all the per-
manent approaches to the city. The Lafayette Road is now as-
phalted through the towns of North Hampton and Hanipton, thus
the improved state highway is completed from Portsmouth to the
Massachusetts line. This highway has been so satisfactory that an
effort should be made to start more such approaches to the city,
that is, Sagamore Road being on the beach road to Boston should be
paved and the Greenland Road being on the main line to Manches-
ter should also be improved in this way.
Lafayette Road has demonstrated that this pavement is satis-
factory for traffic conditions existing on these roads and an effort
t-hould be made for Portsmouth to be a pioneer in getting all her
approaches paved in a satisfactory manner. During the past season
the city crews have done all the work on the Trunk Line Mainten-
.''nce.
This work has heretofore been done by the state and the city
has been made to pay its proportionate part. This year the program
i& reversed and the state pays one-half the expenses back to the
city.
This work included Maplewood Avenue from Cutts street to the
Jones estate and Woodbury Avenue from there to the Newingtoii
line. Sagamore Avenue from South street to the Rye line, Middle
Road and Greenland Road from South street to the Greenland line
and Lafayette Road to the Rye line.
It is hoped that tlie same program may be continued this com-
ing season, as we feel that we can handle this in a much more sat-
isfactory manner than having it done by the state highway depart-
ment.
By arrangements with Adjutant-General Howard, representing
the State of New Hampshire, the old arsenal on South street has
been torn down for the material which could be salvaged.
The land upon which the building stood, we understand, reverts
TO the City of Portsmouth.
A contract was made on April 15, 1920, with the Rockingham
Light and Power Company whereby the city receives fifteen (l.'iOO;
dollars per year for removing the cinders from the plant of this com-
pany. We are finding these of good use for grading purposes.
Water Department.
During the past season there have been only two extensions on
the main, one on Cook street and the other across the Plains and up
the Greenland Road a distance of eight hundred and seventy-five
(S75) feet. A new temporary main was laid on Maplewood Avenue
for a distance of one thousand eight hundred and twenty -five
1 1,825) feet to take care of the residents in that section. This main
was laid just under the surface of the ground and an attempt is be-
ing made to keep it open all winter by allowing it to run slightly at
.the upper end. It was found that an extension to the big main
could not be granted at this time owing to the increased cost of la-
bor and material, the amount of water consumed not being enough
to pay 6 per cent, on the investment. Therefore, a temporary ser-
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vice as above was installed until such time as material drops suf-
ficiently to warrant the installation of this extension.
The main on Stark street having been found too small to supply
the additional service to the New Franklin School the same was re-
moved and a larger main placed in the street during the season.
A total of twenty-eight (28) new services were installed and
lifty-seven (57) services renewed, using a total of two thousand five
hundred (2,500) feet of 3-4-inch pipe and one hundred and one (101)
feet of 2-inch pipe. The number of new meters installed during the
past season was four hundred and thirty-seven (437); twenty-four
(24) on new services and four hundred and thirteen (413) on old
fiervice. The number of new meters purchased for the department
during the season was one hundred and thirty-eight (138). We are
now 100 per cent, metered. Hydrants repaired, nineteen (19).
Leakage on the system throughout the city has been less this
year than it has been for years past. On the low pressure system
four (4) leaks were repaired on the spiral riveted pipe and two (2)
joints were found to be leaking on the cast iron. On the high pres-
sure we have had only one bad leak on the main, this beig located on
the 6-inch main in Green street. The same was located by the elec-
tric leak locator before any great damage had been done and we
feel that the cost of this instrument was repaid by its use on this
one leak. The spiral riveted pipe on the high pressure system at
New Castle has given us very little trouble as only two small leaks
^^ere discovered, these being rivets which had become loose. The
gates in this pipe, however, are in bad shape and it will be neces-
sary to replace them with cast iron gates during the coming sea-
son.
There are a total of three thousand and ninety-three (3,093) ser-
vices in the City of Portsmouth. "We also supply the town of New
Castle with water through a 6-inch meter as well as all the summer
services, Hotel Wentworth and Fort Constitution, which are located
upon the main leading to the town of New Castle.
Gallons pumped at the Sherburne Station, five hundred twenty-
nine million nine hundred seventy-seven thousand eighty-nine
(529,977,089) a decrease of seventy-two million one hundred seven
thousand eight hundred sixty-one (72,107,861) from last year. This
decrease in consumption was largely due to the number of new
meters having been installed thereby eliminating a great deal of
waste. Coal consumption at the Sherburne Station for the season
was one thousand twenty-one (1,021) tons.
Owing to the fact that we are now able to get delivery on the
necessary material, work on the new pump installed at the Sher-
burne Station is again under way. 'This pump being set eight (8)
feet lower than the present pumps will enable us to draw water at
a lower level at this station and thereby increase the yield to some
extent. The plans of lowering the old Dean pump have been aban-
doned, this pump having been in continual service for twenty-
seven (27) years and at a lower expense an electrical centrifugal
pump can be installed, thereby giving us a much more flexible sys-
tem. The plans have also been changed in relation to the discharge
to the 16-inch main leading to the standpipe and by so doing we are
enabled to make connection into the Hayen line whereby the water
from the Haven station can be pumped direct to the standpipe
48
without being boosted by the Sherburne. This will be an asset in
case electrical pumps are installed at the Haven and will enable us
to pump by the electric method at least one million gallons a day
direct to the standpipe if occasion should arise where the Sherburne
would be out of commission for any length of time.
At the present time the Haven station has been shut down ow-
ing to the fact that the water is so high at the Sherburne that it was
found unnecessary to operate this station until the water is low-
ered at least five or six feet. This is the first time for years that
this station has been closed down and the saving in coal and labor
is about twenty (20) dollars per day.
We are of the opinion that the value of the Sherburne location
could be greatly increased by the installation of larger wells in con-
junction with the new pump which is being installed at that station.
Therefore, we recommend that steps be taken to have the necessary
tests made and four (4) or five (5) large wells be installed covering
a much larger area than the present well system at this location.
During the season of 1920 we pumped one hundred fifty-nine
million two hundred thirty thousand (159,230,000) gallons of water
ai the Peverly station. This is a decrease of twenty-three million
three hundred seventy thousand (23,370,000) gallons from last year's
i-ecord. It is recommended that an electrical centrifugal pump be
installed at the Peverly station in order that that station may be put
upon a more economic basis of operation.
The steam pumps at the Haven station should also be replaced
with electrical centrifugal pumps. Owing to the fact that the steam
pumps in the location deliver the water at a low velocity the pipe
Kne is not large enough to take care of the water that could be ob-
tained from this station. On the other hand the centrifugal pumps
would deliver water with enough velocity so that one and a half
(1 1-2) million gallons pere day could be obtained from this source
for a short period should the necessity arise, therefore, it is recom-
mended that this matter be given careful consideration.
The location owned by the city known as Fountain Head, being
near the trotting park on Sherburne Road, contains a good supply of
water. This water, however, is hard to obtain owing to the close
nature of the soil and the quick sand encountered. It is recommend-
ed that this locality be developed along the lines of the present
Sherburne wells, using extra precautions to exclude sand and in-
stalling in conjunction with these wells an electric driven pump
pumping at low pressure to the Sherburne station where the water
can be boosted to the standpipe.
The old Jones line and standpipe running from a point about
one-quarter of a mile from the Haven station to the city would be
utilized to very good advantage by the City of Portsmouth in con-
nection with either the high pressure or the Peverly service and
some steps should be taken either to purchase or obtain control of
this system during the coming season.
The proposed new 12-irich line leading from the Sherburne sta-
tion down Middle Road and the proposed new standpipe on the
Lookout in conjunction with this line would be of value to the city
and could be thought of under normal conditions. It is the opinion
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of the present Board that if the Layne & Bowler wells are success-
ful and the Jones line utilized that the need of this new line and
standpipe could be eliminated.
A contract with the Layne & Bowler Company which is on the
basis of gallons of water delivered per minute has been in progress
during the greater part of the season but up to the present time no
suitable location has been discovered by them, as in both instances
after the wells were put down the yield did not come up to the con-
tract requii'ements. Therefore, these wells were pulled up at the
contractor's expense and further tests made in which they have dis-
covered three more locations suitable for their type of wells. In
the Spring they will return to Portsmouth and continue their work
in endeavoring to give us one million and a half gallons of water per
day by their method. If this result is not obtained the city will be
leimbursed and the Layne & Bowler Company will withdraw their
material from the city. If the amount of water they are attempt-
ing to give us can be delivered by their method we pay only for tlin
gallons per minute delivered which is guaranteed for a period of
one year. We are in hopes that this system will become successful,
as it will double up the amount of water available and reduce the
cost of operation over 50 per cent. With this extra amount of water
available the city will be in a position to take care of additional
manufacturers who might care to locate here and also will be in a
position so that during the dry period they will have no fear of hav-
ing to use the Peverly water in our high pressure system.
The cost of the several items recommended will be submitted in
our annual estimate of appropriations for this department. We
would urgently request that you give the above recommendations
your careful attention.
The Board wishes at this time to express to His Honor, the
Mayor, and the Council, its appreciation of the hearty co-operation
and generous response for funds to carry on the work of the Board




CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, IM. H.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.
A RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO
MAINTAIN THE WATER WORKS FOR THE VEAR
1920.
Resolved: Ry the City Council of the City of Ports-
mouth, N. H. assembled:
To maintain the water works for the year 1920 the
sum of One Hundred Nineteen Thousand, Six Hundred
Thirty-Five Dollars and Fifty-Three cents ($119,635.53)
is hereby appropriated. Said sum shall be taken from the
water rates and other sources of income of said water
works and used exclusively for the purposes stated here-
in and no transfer therefrom shall be made except by
resolution of the City Council, and no expenditures shall
be made in excess of funds available, under penaltv pro-
















Materials and supplies 5,500.00














Interest on bonds 15,952.50
Peverly Brook standpipe bond, due Jan. 1 . . . . 1,000.00
Pump station bond 5,000.00
33,952.50
Total Appropriation $119,635.53
Passed the City Council March 8th. 1920.




CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, N. H.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.
A RESOLUTION RAISING MONEY AND MAKING AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1920.
Resolved, By the City Council of the City of Ports-
mouth, N. H., assembled as follows:
Section 1. That there shall be raised, and there is
hereby ordered to be raised on the polls and rateable es-
tates within said City, the sum of Pour Hundred Fifty-
Nine Thousand, Three Hundred Fifty-Three Dollars and
Forty-Six cents ($459,353.46) to defray the necessary
expenses and charges of the city for the ensuing- year,
which together with the sums which may be received
from taxes on the savings bank deposits, railroads and
from all other sources, shall be apportioned as follows:
Section 2. The amount herein appropriated shall be
used exclusively for the purposes stated and no transfer
therefrom shall be made except by resolution of the City
Council, and no expenditures shall be made by any de-
partment in excess of funds available, under penalty of
Chapter 212, Section 20, Laws of 1905.
Assessors of Taxes
Salary of Board, including Clerk $3,200.00
Clerical assistance 550.00
Equipment, supplies, incidentals 500.00
$4,250.00
Collector of Taxes
One-half of one per cent for first $400,000.00
and three-aiiarters one ner cent on all sums
In excess of this amount (estimated) 3,000.00
Elections













Printing, stationery and supplies 500.00
Premium on city officials security bonds .... 400.00





Sealer of Weights and Measures
General expense 100.00
Salary of sealer 400.00
Fire Department
Salaries, Chief and Assistant Engineers 900.00
Salaries, permanent men 9,200.00
Payroll, call men 7,695.00
Equipment 350.00








Incidentals ($100 for Chief's Auto) 200.00
Water 80.00
Hydrant rental and new apparatus 8,240.00
Fire Alarm Department
Salary of Superintendent 600.00
Blowing steam whistle 100.00





Interest on bonds - 23,707.50
Refunding sewer bond 1914, due May 1 2,000.00
Refunding bond 1916, due July 28 5,000.00
Street paving bond 1911, due August 1 2,000.00
Street paving bond 1914, due Sept. 1 5,000.00
Refunding schoo bond due November 1 3,000.00
Refunding bond 1909, due January 1 5,000.00
Sinking fund 9,000.00
Health Department
Salaries for Board 400.00
Salary, Inspector of Plumbing 200.00
Salary, Sanitary Inspector and Bacterologist 1,800.00
Salary, Public Health Nurse 1,200.00







Contract with Rockingham Light & Power
Co., for street lights 13,000.00
Poor Department
Salary of Overseer • 500.00
Purchase of wood 500.00





Salary of Marshall 2,100.00
Salary of Assistant Marshall 1,900.00




Premium on officers bonds 50.00
Salary of special police 100.00
Salary of one traffic officer 1,200.00
Police patrol and ambulance 1,600.00
38,650.00
Public Library
Salaries. Librarian, assistants and janitor, and
miscellaneous expenses 4,450.00
Public Buildings and Places
City Hall maintenance 1,650.00
Cemetery work 50.00
City clock, lights and care 300.00
Bell ringing 44.00
Insurance 215.00
Repairs to municipal buildings 1,200.00
Removal of moths 60.00
Police Court
Salary of Justice 1,350.00

















In addition to the lawful incomes of the
School Department which are made up of
Dog Licenses, Literary and Tuition Funds 130,000.00
Board of Public Works—Highway Department
Management, one-half salary of members of
board, superintendent, clerk, stenographer 2,250.00
One-half office expense 250.00
Telephone 50.00
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street payroll (including hauling cinders and
outside work) . 27,000.0(>
Collection of ashes 6,980.00
Snow 5,00.00
Sanding sidewalk 500.00
Materials and supplies 750.00
Auto expense P.50.00
Incidentals 1 25.00
Tools and equipment 2,600.00
Repairs to equipment 1,000.00
Hay, grain and straw l,S00.OO
Repairs to asphalt 000.00
Shoeing and repairing 550.0;)
Trimming trees 500.00
Fuel, light and water 400.00
Repairs to buildings .'iOO.OO
Moth work and spraying 1,600.00
Maintenance of fountains 200.00
Roads 2,000.00
Oiling roads -i.OOO )
Sidewalks 2,500.0i>
Sewers 5,000.00
Flushing machine maintenance 1,500.00
Bridges 3,500.00
Repairs to buildings at city yard 1.200.00
Parks
Payroll 1,500.00
Equipment and supplies 425.00





State aid , 5,000.00










Back tax sale 2,000.00
Auto tax 8,000.00
52,600.00
Amount to be raised by taxation $459,353.46
Passed the City Council March 8th, 1920.
ELMER E. CLARK, City Clerk.
Approved:
ALBERT HISLOP, Mayor.




